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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Cancelled) 

98. (Currently Amended) A method of preparing cytology slides, the 
method comprising: 

providing a slide preparation device comprising a first cover 
having an inside surface, a second cover having an inside surface, said first and second 
covers hingedly secured to each other so as to be foldable into a book form, an absorbent 
material mounted to the inside surface of the first cover, wh e r e in the a filter overlaysmg 
the absorbent material and a plurality of slides attached to the inside surface of the second 
cover; 

applying an aliquot of cytology sample to the filter; and 
closing the book form so that the filter containing the aliquot 

contacts the slides?. 
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iQ 9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98, wherein the aliquot 
comprises a cellular sample in a liquid-based medium a Univ e rsal Coll e ction M e dium . 

44-10. (Currently Amended) A device for facilitating the preparation of a 
plurality of cytology slides, the device comprising: 

a cover having an inside surface; 
a base having an inside surface; 

an interposed hinge, said cover and base hingeably secured toby 
the hinge so as to be foldable into a book form capable of an open and closed position; 

a plurality of absorbent material mounted on the inside surface of 

the cover; 

a filter, the filter overlaying the absorbent material; and 
a plurality of cytology slides, each cytology slide corresponding to 
one of the absorbent material mounted on the cover, wherein the cytology slides are 
mounted to the inside surface of the base, each slide being positioned on the inside 
surface of the base to contact the corresponding absorbent material and the filter when the 
book form is in the closed position. 

13 11. (Currently Amended) The device of claim ±+10, wherein the slides 
are removeably mounted on the inside surface of the base. 

1312. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 43H, wherein the slides 
are removeably mounted to a slide carrier, the slide carrier is removeably mounted to the 
inside surface of the base. 
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4413. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 421 1, wherein the slides 
are removeably mounted to a slide carrier, the slide carrier is hingeably mounted to the 
inside surface of the base. 

4414. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 4410, wherein the 
absorbent material is mounted to a strip, the strip is removeably mounted to the inside 
surface of the cover. 

4415. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 4410, wherein the filter 
includes a plurality of individual filters, each filter corresponding to one of the absorbent 
materials. 

4716. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 4410, wherein the cover 
is weighted to effectively transfer a sample applied to the absorbent material and filter to 
the slide when the book form is in the closed position. 

4&17. (Currently Amended) A slide carrier suitable for use with the 
device of claim 4410, said slide carrier including a plurality of slots for holding a 
plurality of cytology slides, wherein the slide carrier is removeably mounted to the base 
of the device. 

4918. (Currently Amended) A strip suitable for use with the device of 
claim 4410, said strip comprising means for holding the a plurality of absorbent material, 
wh e r e in th e strip is and means for removeably mount e d mounting the strip to the cover of 
the device of claim 10. 

3019. (Cancelled) 
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34-20. (Currently Amended) The device of claim £10 wherein the 
interposed hinge d attachm e nt is formed by a spine interposed between the festcover and 
Gocond cov e rs base . 

2221. (Cancelled) 

2322. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98 further comprising 
applying pressure to the first and second covers in the closed position. 
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